    

Wendy Potts  - Wine Witch Winemaker
Originally from St Andrews, just south of Timaru, not exactly known for its viticultural endeavours, Wendy came to alcohol – specifically wine with an inquisitive mind, liked it, and has developed a career based on flavour, texture, and aromas. 
At University I always had what loosely be called a wine cellar. This was pre-supermarket wine sales and Sunday trading, so I was always popular flatting due to having an accessible supply of wine.
In early 1993 I moved into a flat with a guy who loved wine as much as I did. 
“He would convince me to cut his hair with a bottle of Jim Barrys Armagh! We did a couple of wine-tasting courses at Christchurch Polytech, there I learnt about the Certificate in Wine at Gisborne Polytech, so I quit my job, moved to Gisborne in 1994 and have been in the industry ever since.
From that course I secured a vintage cellarhand job at Montana Marlborough. I ended up spending 13 years working for Montana Wines – the first couple years were vintage in Marlborough and the rest of the year at their massive Auckland winery and bottling plant. During these 2 years I also managed to sneak away to Oregon for harvest at King Estate and begin my Winemaking degree through Charles Strut University in Wagga Wagga, Australia.
In 1997, 3 years after entering the industry, I was asked to join the team at the Church Road Winery in Hawkes Bay. I stayed at Church Road for 11 years  moving from the cellar into a winemaking role. I also had the opportunity to travel to other places for vintage experiences. These included Maury in Roussillon – making vin doux naturel, Vic Fezensac – the birthplace of Armagnac, and 2 vintages in Mumm Napa – the US base of the red sashed Champane house in Reims. 
Then in 2008, Tony Pritchard – Church Roads ex winemaker and Peter Hubscher Motanas ex Managing Director – asked me to join Te Kairanga  in Martinborough – which lasted until 2012 when I transitioned to contract and consultant winemaking.
These days, I can also be found in the laboratory tucked into a corner of the Martinborough Winemakers Services building on the square. 



